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Christmas In July 
Just a reminder that our monthly dinner is on Wednesday 
13th July at the Bank Hotel, Bega, and it’s a Christmas in 
July theme. It has certainly been cold enough for some 
real snow as well. 

Each person attending must bring a wrapped gift to play 
the “Christmas” gift game. Recycled – unwanted – unused 
- used - funny- don’t spend money on a gift.... use 
something you already have! 

If you can please let our social coordinator, Monnica 
Smith, know if 
you are coming to 
this so she can 
give the Bank 
Hotel approx 
numbers, but just 
turrn up if you 
have a last minute 
urge to attend. 
Being school 
holiday time its 
also OK to bring 
the kids / grand 
kids along if you 
wish. 

Not to be outdone, the Penelope’s group will also be 
having a Christmas In July at their regular get together on 
Tuesday 26th July. 

Help Save Potoroo Palace 
As you may be aware, our regular Sunday morning meeting place, Potoroo Palace, has a very interesting 
history and is currently in financial trouble. They are currently looking into ways of increasing their 
revenue through promotion, business sponsorship and fund-raising activities. If you have not been to 
Potoroo Palace lately, we encourage you to go & see the changes that have been made. Here’s an idea! 
What if all of the 120 people listed to receive this newsletter were to come and join the few regulars on a 
Sunday morning for coffee and a tour of the zoo? Go on, we’d love to see you. 
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I needed a break! Work was getting me down so time 
to hit the road….. 

A bit over a year had past since I had been able to get 
away for a “big ride”. In 2010 I had pointed the 
Vulcan west to Albany for the Ulysses AGM. Now 
that was a long ride! 

Couldn’t get away to the Newcastle AGM this year 
and besides Newcastle was too short a ride. It just so 
happened that two events popped up that offer just 
what I was looking for. The first was the Broadford 
Bonanza in Victoria and the second the Moree Muster. 
Put back to back these two events offered just what I 
needed. 

Originally, the plan was to ride down the Victoria 
(“The Place to be Fined”) spend two days at the 
Historic Motorcycle race meeting then back home for 
a couple days then north to Moree. The plan changed 
with the possibility of cold and wet conditions forecast 
for Victoria so I wimped out and took the truck and 
the camper instead. 

As it turned out the weather was great. 

The Big Ride (well drive..) - Part 1 
The Broadford Bonanza for those who don’t know it is 
a motorcycle event that allows people with rare, 
historic, collectable or just plain old motorcycles to 
get them out of the garage and give them a run in a 
non competitive track day situation. This does not 
mean that the bikes are just paraded around, riders 
were out there giving there bikes the full throttle 
treatment on the tracks. It made for some great 
spectating! 

Broadford is a motorcycle specific track complex with 
a road racing track, a speedway and short circuit track, 
a trials area, a motocross track and two enduro tracks, 
so all motorcycling sport is covered at the one place at 
the one meeting. 

The camping areas are very good, evening 
entertainment (old motorcycle films) were put on, the 

The Big Ride 
James Murray 

2

food was good and the best part was that the pits were 
open so that you could get a really close look at the 
machinery. Getting around was easy with free shuttle 
busses to get from track to track. 

For me it was just like being back in the pits of the 
1970’s when I was racing, ahhh the smell of methanol 
and Castrol R. I will be going back next year and will 
be taking a couple of track bikes to ride, anyone 
interested in pit crew duties? 

The Big Ride – Interval 
So back home again, the wife needed do some 
shopping. Off to Tura Beach Woolworths and fate 
stepped in….. 

I had been looking for an off road adventure bike for 
some time and there on the corner was a R1100GS 
BMW. Whilst Pam shopped I inspected the bike and 
made arrangements for a test ride.  

I bought the BMW the next day, tucked “Bruinhilda” 
(see sidebar story p.6) away in the garage and left for 
the Moree Muster. 

The Big Ride – Part 2 
Day One did not look promising. Heavy clouds hung 
over the Brown Mountain, moisture and a crisp 
coldness was in the air…. 

The Vulcan (“Kathy” –see sidebar story p.6) stirred 
slowly from her sleep, her big pistons slowly coming 
to life with a rumble that disturbed the birds, the sheep 
and the quietness of the Bemboka Valley. 

The oil warmed now I dropped her into first gear and 
I’m away, well almost any way. A combination of 
cold tyres and wet grass prompted a large slide and a 
change of underwear! 

The ride up the Brown and on to Nimmitabel was not 
pleasant but the weather had cleared by Cooma. First 
stop was to visit my daughter in Canberra to pick up 
my “Buccaneer” costume for the Saturday Night “B” 
Party. Had a quick coffee and then on the road again 
via Yass, Boorowa, Cowra and Bathurst.  
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On a whim, I turned off onto the Mt Panorama Race 
Track and did a lap. This was not a good idea on a 
fully laden cruiser. This lap necessitated a stop at the 
next servo to check tyre pressures (a bit low both 
ends) and another change of underwear (a bit brown 
one end)! 

The skies were darkening again. My intended over 
night stop was at my sister’s farm at Ilford so on to 
the Sofala Road for some fun on the “twisties”. A 
great ride saw me arriving at Ilford just as it started 
to rain. A lucky break. 

Following a hearty country meal of home grown beef 
and good nights’ sleep it was time to be on my way 
to Moree. I had not been up this way before so 
looked forward to new roads and scenery. Mudgee’s 
vineyards passed by as I headed northwest, then I 
took the wrong turnoff….. 

I had planned to go via Wellington and Dubbo but 
ended up on a “road less travelled” that had me lost 
for about an hour. The road took me through “towns” 
of Putta Bucca, Budgee Budgee, Cross Roads, 
Linburn, Cooks Gap then Ulan, a huge coal mining 
area that smelled really bad. There were no road 
signs anywhere and I was starting to get worried as 
to whether I would run out of fuel.  

Just past Turin an intersection loomed and with a 
SIGN to Dunedoo. A navigation session followed 
and a new route was plotted now that I knew where I 
was. Just short of Dunedoo I turned north again to 
the town of Coolah, where I rolled into the servo 
with one litre of fuel in the tank! Phew. 

The kilometres rolled under the wheels, under clear 
blue skies past green rolling hills. Binnaway then 
Coonabarabran and in what seemed no time at all I 
rolled into Narrabri, my last stop before Moree. A 
quick fuel stop and then the last 100 kilometres of 
riding to my destination. 

Moree is a bustling rural town, the centre of a huge 
tract of cotton growing country. I rode down the 
main street soon locating the caravan park where the 
event registration was located. I knew I had the right 
place as there were bikes all over the site and many 
riders relaxing under the shady eucalypts. 
Introductions made, registration done I headed back 
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down the main street to the Winchester Motel, (a high 
calibre establishment I was told) for a shower and a 
nap. 

Later on Friday night I returned for an excellent bush 
stew and a few ales. The Cotton Cruisers are a great 
bunch of people who made all very welcome.  

Saturday dawned warm and clear which was great as 
we were all invited to take part in the “Thunder Run” 
down the entire length of the main street to the local 
Yamaha and Harley Dealer for morning tea and some 
retail therapy.  

Lunch was a BBQ at the caravan park followed by a 
gymkhana and novelty events. Lots of fun followed by 
a swim at the mineral pool. 

The organisers arranged for a bus to pick us all up and 
take us to the Saturday night “B” party. I had to be out 
the front of my hotel at 6.30pm. So there I am dressed 
as a buccaneer on the main street of a country town 
opposite what appeared to be the most popular Chinese 
restaurant in Moree, well to say that I got some strange 
looks is a bit of an understatement! Time passed very 
slowly, no bus came, then I hear this voice for behind 
me ...”What the hell are youse s‘posed to be...?”  
Slowly I turned around to face my challenger (pause 
for dramatic effect)... 

Mabel turned out to be a very, very drunk old lady, 
complete with a bottle in a paper bag, multiple coats 
held up by a rickety old walking stick. We had a lovely, 
if somewhat rambling, conversation until the bus hove 
into view. Mabel was intent on coming to the party 
until she saw the contents of the bus. She blinked tried 
to focus and exclaimed “Changed me mind, not coming 
with you lot, you’re all f...ing weirdos!!” 

Well she was right; I never met so many in one place. 
What a party!! Good music, great costumes, cheap 
drinks what more could you want! Had a ball, I will go 
again next year, nuff said. 
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It was a slow start on Sunday, some hardy souls were 
having a BBQ breakfast but I passed opting to sleep in. 
Check out time loomed so I reluctantly hit the road. I 
only had a short ride planned today via Wariada, 
Inverell, Glen Innes Guyra to Armidale. I arrived mid 
afternoon after a leisurely cruise through the New 
England countryside. Great roads, great ride. 

Caught up with a few more zzzzzz’s in preparation for 
Mondays ride. I had arranged to meet Greg Frost from 
Supermoto, the local motorcycle shop to test ride the 
latest generation of Ural Sidecars. I turned up at the 
arranged time but found that Greg had gone to NZ but I 
was still given a brand new Ural Outfit to ride. I was 
asked if I can ride a sidecar, the mechanic jumped in 
the sidecar and off we went. 

The outfits are great fun once you get used to the 
strange handling. They are very capable outfits both on 
and off the road though a bit under-powered. Have a 
ride if you get the opportunity. 

Back on the road Tamworth, Muswellbrook, Singleton 
and Maitland slid by with the road and the traffic 
getting worse as I came closer to the coast. On to the 
freeway dodging huge cracks and mad drivers, it was 
dark, cold and late when I rolled the bike into the 
garage at my Mum’s place in Sydney.  

Home the next day, it was a time to reflect on how 
good the trip was, what a great club we belong to and 
what a great country we live in. Go on get on your bike 
and ride!  

Touring Tasmania – Tips 
Peter Ongley 

Recently Elsie and I did a quick 2 week tour of 
Tasmania. Along the way we learned a couple of 
things we thought others considering this trip on a 
bike for the first time might find useful. 

• Heated grips are GOOD! 
• Check your dates with other events. We went in 

the first weeks of April, which also happened to 
be the dates for the Targa Tasmania tarmac rally. 
If it’s a good bike road its also good for rally 
cars. The road closures lasted for up to 5 hours. 

• Take care in the wet. The road surfaces were very 
good, but in places covered in grey-green lichen 
which looks pretty in the dry but is VERY 
slippery in the wet. 

• Heated grips are GOOD!! 
• If you can afford it, book a cabin on the Spirit of 

Tasmania ferry. The “Ocean Recliner” option 
looks OK but sharing a room with 50 other 
people isn’t conducive to good sleep. Getting 
your swollen feet back into your riding boots the 
next day is NOT fun. 

• Just because it is rated as an A class highway 
doesn’t guarantee it’s paved. This applies to the 
A5 past the heritage-listed Great Lake on the 
central highlands. 

• Go prepared for multiple seasons of weather –  
especially rain - did I mention heated grips are 
GOOD? 

• Be alert for oncoming white 4WD vehicles on 
bind corners on the wrong side of the road! 

• When boarding the ferry be prepared for long 
waiting times in large car parks. This is a great 
chance to chat to other travellers but would be 
miserable in the rain. 

• If you want to do something off the bike, the 
Wilderness Railway (Strahan) and Bruny Island 
eco-adventure cruise are highly recommended. 

• Getting to see some of the best scenery 
(especially waterfalls) involves some riding on 
dirt roads, mostly in good condition. 

• Finally, heated grip are GOOD!!! 
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The ride calendar said Wednesday 18th May – 
lunch at Jindabyne.  On a cold Wednesday 11th 
at Tathra the decision was made that due to snow 
on Brown Mountain and road closed at 
Nimmitabel plus more snow next week we 
should give Jindabyne a miss and go for fish and 
chips at Tuross Heads.  A much more gooder 
idea. 

Wednesday dawned bright and sunny, so at 10 
am I made my way to “Saltwater” in case some 
early birds went straight there instead of Kiss 
lagoon. No early birds there.  I got my coffee and 
waited.  About 10.25 Dan arrived, saying 6 more 
were coming. Soon Peter M. and Brooke arrived, 
then Rob W then Peter O. Then Rich Tony and 
our new member Raymond.  Raymond is retired 
from ABC radio in Sydney (?) now living in 
Bega. He rides a Suzuki (wot else) Burgman 650 
and is on his “P’s”. 

After coffee at Bermagui we set sail for Tuross 
Heads.   I brought up the rear as “tail end 
Charlie”  (I prefer the term “ride marshall” it 
sounds a bit more posh).  The faster riders had 
departed for greener pastures so Raymond, Tony 
and I rode together.  Road works near Narooma 
stopped us for a short while and traffic was 
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light.  Dan was waiting at the Tuross turnoff so 
we followed him in. 

Arriving at Tuross Heads we found a vintage car 
club having lunch there also.  A quick look then 
down for the famous “boatshed fish and 
chips”.  Lively discussion and banter took place 
during lunch, covering things like weather, 
Burgmans and the recent Tom Wilson ride.  Tony 

was most annoyed 
at the antics of 
some of the riders 
with some of their 
“death defying 
overtaking 
manouvers”.  We 
sat in glorious 
sunshine at the 
water’s edge, 
eating our 
meal.  Couldn’t 

help but wonder what the poor people are doing. 

Back up the stairs for a quick “pit stop” then 
made our way home.  Rob had left about 10 
minutes earlier, then Brooke and Peter, Dan and 
I.  Tony, Peter O and Raymond were still curing 
the world’s problems as we left.  Traffic was 
quite heavy on the return with the usual  “80 on 
the straights and 110 in the overtaking lane” 
brigade out in force.  Dan was waiting in 
Narooma but had got away again by Tilba.  Peter 
O caught up at BP Bermagui where, after a short 
chat we headed for home. 

GRUMPY 

Not Fish and Chips Again!!! 
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BMW R1150GS for sale. 

 
Compliance plate says Nov 2001 and first rego’d in 

January 2002.  She’s only done 73k and has been 
serviced meticulously every step of the way.  New 

gel battery fitted last week. Tyres are Heidenau 
K60’s.  Front is at least 80% and the rear is 
probably 70%.  Great tyres for gravel roads and a 
very good semi knob on bitumen. The bike is 
located in Tathra.  
 Accessories:   
Wunderlich low seat.  (40mm lower than standard)  
Original seat available as an alternative. Staintune 
collector box and muffler to make it sound better 
and go better. Panniers colour matched to the bike. 
Steering stop protector.Bark busters to keep the 
cold off your hands. Heated grips. 
2 accessory plugs and additional electronic speedo 
to assist navigation. MRA adjustable screen. 
Ventura rear rack (not fitted in the photos)  
Why am I selling???   To make room in the garage 
for a new one!  Price $10,900                               
Email me at richardsally@comcen.com.au for more 
pictures and information. 
Richard Gallimore:  0429 052 123 
 

For Sale 
Easyride Electric and pedal scooter, good condition 
... $600 

James Murray  6493 0415     0427 992 133 

FOR   SALE 
2007      SUZUKI        V-STROM      650 
MODEL:     DL650 K7, 
COLOUR: RED 
REGISTERED TILL: 10 SEPTEMBER 2011 
EXTRAS: 
 GIVI    PANNIERS    AND    TOP BOX 
 GIVI     ENGINE    GUARDS 

CENTRE    STAND 
HAND    GUARDS 

 WOOL   SEAT   COVER 
AIR   SEAT   CUSHION 

 WHEEL   PAD – LOCK 
 BATTERY   SLAVE – CHARGER 
 8,000 Km…TOP   ‘AS  NEW’   
CONDITION…..$8,000 
TELEPHONE:    02  6492  1818 (Ray Kearns) 

Sidebar Story – “What’s in a name?” 

James Murray 

Those of you who read Motorcycle Trader 
magazine will be familiar with the regular column 
“Travels with Guido” by Guy Allen. 

All of the motorcycles in his collection have 
masculine names, Hannibal, his Hyabusa and 
Winston his Sunbeam just to name two. I have 
always had a problem with this. 

As a sailor of many years, I was always understood 
that ships and boats were considered feminine and 
referred to as “she”. It followed with me that as 
motorcycles came to my ownership they were 
referred to, as were my boats, by female names. 

So in the garage currently is “Kathy” the Kawasaki 
Vulcan and my latest acquisition “Bruinhilda” the 
BMW R1100GS.  

So “What’s in a name?”   

The name I give my motorcycles has to have some 
significance. Kathy was an old girlfriend from 
many years ago. Like the Vulcan she was soft with 
lovely rounded curves, great to throw a leg over. 
Enough said? 

Bruinhilda is one of the three valkryie in Marla’s 
Ring Cycle symphony. She is a fierce Teutonic 
warrior maiden, so for me an apt name for the 
BMW 1100GS. Only time will tell. 

So what do you call your motorcycle? 
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Members’ Discounts 
(On presentation of a current Ulysses 

membership card) 
The following businesses have kindly agreed 
to give a discount to Branch members. 
 

Mick Cole Motorcycles, 
Bega 

10% off most 
spare parts and 
accessories. 

Repco Auto Parts & 
Accessories, Bega 
 

Trade discount 

Auto Pro, 
Bega 

10% discount 

Grand Hotel, 
Bega. 

Discounted 
accommodation. 

Barbecues Galore, 
Bega 

5% off non-sale 
items. 

Sinistor Art Airbrushing 10% discount. 

Hoodlum Tackle at 
Caltex, 
Bermagui 

10% off fishing 
gear only. 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
July: 
Wilma Chinnock, Bob Russell, Margaret Harlow, 
Alan Morgan, Taz Harlow, Michelle Oelbert, Brad 
Barker 
 
August: 
Pam Murray, Don Reed, Greg Chinnock, Ken 
Carman, Chris Brown, Geoff Bevitt 

Contact Tony on 0418 399 892 or tonyash@netspace.net.au

raising
awareness

of depressionto the Red Centre

All funds raised go to the 
Black Dog Institute to help continue  
their Community Education programs.

21st to 27th August 2011
If you feel like a challenge and enjoy  

riding the open road, then you’ll love this 
awesome adventure. Riders from all around 

Australia are heading to the Red Centre  
to raise community awareness of  
depression and dispel the stigma.

A mass ride departs BP Calder Park 937 Calder Hwy, 
Calder Park at 9.30am on Sunday 21st August.

Join in for the start, a day or two, or go  
all the way to the Red Centre. Become a  

Black Dog Rider and help to bring attention  
to this debilitating illness which will affect  

1 in 5 Australians. For more details visit

www.blackdogride.com.au

21st to 27th August 2011
If you feel like a challenge and enjoy  

riding the open road, then you’ll love this 
awesome adventure. Riders from all around 

Australia are heading to the Red Centre  
to raise community awareness of  
depression and dispel the stigma.

A mass ride departs BP Calder Park 937 Calder Hwy, 
Calder Park at 9.30am on Sunday 21st August.

Join in for the start, a day or two, or go  
all the way to the Red Centre. Become a  

Black Dog Rider and help to bring attention  
to this debilitating illness which will affect  

1 in 5 Australians. For more details visit

www.blackdogride.com.au

Recent Trips to Exotic Locations 
Bruce Fenney in South America. 

Side car info needed 
 A friend is looking for an old sidecar. He 
thought the one he's interested in may 
have  belonged to someone in our area; an old 
guy, with one leg (???) who died. 
 
Anyway - if anyone knows anything about 
this sidecar (or any other available and 
suitable for an old BMW) - can they get in 
touch with me? 
  
ROB WHYMARK 
speklan@bordernet.com.au 
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"Sometimes it takes a whole tank full of fuel before you can think straight" 

President – EDDIE DYKSTRA ~ 02 6492 3191 
dykstra@acr.net.au 

Secretary – TONY PEARCE ~ 02 6493 2906 
dada2000@bigpond.com 

Treasurer – RAY KEARNS ~ 02 6492 1818 
raykearns@internode.net.au 

Quartermaster – GARY SMITH ~ 02 6493 0234 
ridesapphireulysses@hotmail.com 

Ride Coordinator – GARY SMITH ~ 02 6493 0234 
ridesapphireulysses@hotmail.com 
Assist. Ride Coordinator – KEN ANDERSON ~ 02 6493 4301 
kenandjudy1@bigpond.com 

Editor/Master of the Web – PETER ONGLEY ~ 02 6495 2510 
ongleyp@acr.net.au 

Social Coordinator & Welfare Officer –  
MONNICA SMITH ~ 02 6493 0234 
socialcoordinatorsapphirecoastulysses@hotmail.com 

Historical Registration Examiners 
GARY SMITH & JAMES MURRAY 

Branch Committee Contact details: 

JOHN DEERE 
When your gal’s too big for a Harley 

All torque 

Please send any contributions to: 
Editor: Peter Ongley #51869 

37 Yarrawood Avenue 
Merimbula, NSW, 2548. 

ongleyp@acr.net.au 

NATIONAL ULYSSES WEBSITE 
www.ulyssesclub.org 

SAPPHIRE COAST ULYSSES WEBSITE 
www.freewebs.com/sapphirecoastulysses/ 
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RIDE CALENDER SAPPHIRE COAST BRANCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All rides start 9.30am from Kiss's Lagoon, Bega, unless otherwise stated. 
Call GARY SMITH 0264 930234 or 0416 195639 for more information. 

  
All riders ride at their own pace and are responsible for their own actions and safety. 

Rides are subject to change due to the weather conditions on the day. 
  

EVERY SATURDAY 10AM – BEMBOKA PIE SHOP 
EVERY SUNDAY 10AM – POTOROO PALACE, 2372 Princes Hwy MERIMBULA 

JULY 
Sat 2nd Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 3rd Potoroo Palace (or Eden - Nethercote - Bombala - Bemboka) 
Wed 6th Seawhispers Tathra 
Sat 9th Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 10th Potoroo Palace 
Wed 13th Seawhispers Tathra 

Monthly dinner at Bank Hotel 7pm - Xmas in July 
(bring a recycled unwanted gift to play the xmas game) 

Sat 16th Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 17th Potoroo Palace 
Wed 20th Ride to Bodalla Dairy Shed 
Sat 23rd Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 24th Potoroo Palace 
Tue 26th Penelopes Lunch – Xmas In July 

(bring a recycled unwanted gift to play the xmas game) 
Wed 27th Seawhispers Tathra 
Sat 30th Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 31st Potoroo Palace 
 
 

AUGUST 
Wed 3rd Seawhispers Tathra 
Sat 6th Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 7th Potoroo Palace – (Eurobodalla at Candelo, Pambula & Tathra) 
Wed 10th Seawhispers Tathra 

Monthly dinner at Bank Hotel 7pm 
Sat 13th Bemboka Pie Shop – (or Hat Rally Araluen) 
Sun 14th Potoroo Palace 
Wed 17th Ride to Tuross Heads (fish n’ chips) 
Sat 20th Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 21st Potoroo Palace (or Central Tilba) 
Wed 24th Seawhispers Tathra 
Sat 27th Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 28th Potoroo Palace – (Eurobodalla at Tathra, Merimbula & Bega) 
Tue 30th Penelopes Lunch 
Wed 31st Seawhispers Tathra 


