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NEWCASTLE AGM TRIP WITH DAN & !  
OH, THERE YOU ARE TONY 
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Leaving Bega on the Thursday morning our first stop at Tony’s request 
was Cobargo. Yes I know it’s only just up the road but apparently it’s 
a cold trip & a coffee & smoke is needed. Next stop was the Australia 
Hole in the Rock at Narooma that I was informed was actually created 
by Aliens with their lasers.  

Finally, we arrived at Batemans Bay for breakfast. Pulling into Maccas 
I spotted a Suzuki GSX1400 all geared up for a long trip. Seeing the 
owner dressed in the familiar Ulysses gear I asked him if he too was 
off to Newcastle. Apparently he arrived at Newcastle the day before & 
set up his tent & was now on his way to Bega to visit a mate for the 
day. What a day trip. After a quick fuel stop in Ulladulla I took Tony 
along a scenic back road that bypassed most of Ulladulla & part of 
Milton. Just one of those roads mainly known by only locals. 

Nowra Fair was our next stop along with another coffee & smoke. 
Leaving Nowra we decided to head off via Kangaroo Valley (one of 
my favourite roads on the bike). I led the way & made my way past a 
few cars to get the front run through the bends. Unfortunately Tony got 
stuck behind those cars so didn’t get to enjoy it as much as I did. We 
were stopped at road works by the old bridge so decided to pull over 
for some pics while we were there. Tony soon found himself stuck 
wondering why there was no more forward momentum from his bike, 
it seems he was not used to a wider bike created by his panniers & had 
wedged himself against a signpost. 

After a smoke & a trip to the loo we were off again. Heading out of 
Mittagong I lost Tony again & was on a one-way road so could not 
turn around to check on him so I had to just sit & wait. It started to spit 
with rain so it seems he stopped to put his rain gear on but the rain had 
stopped & cleared up by the time he was done. 

Next stop was Casula BP for fuel. Tony then asked if we were still 
heading up the old Pacific Hwy after Hornsby but I stated that as much 
as I really wanted to, we couldn’t due to the numerous stops we had 
made & the length of each one. So once we reached Pennant Hills we 
jumped straight on the expressway. We were sitting on 140kph most of 
the way there that was lucky as we finally arrived at Registration only 
10mins before closing.  

We found our way to the entry gate of the campground. The guy there 
asked where we were from. He then pointed us in the direction of other 
Bega members. Slowly idling down rows between hundreds of tents 
we couldn’t see anyone familiar so we found an empty site & went to 
hop off the bikes when we heard our names being called. Just up from 
us was a large tent & 2 V-Stroms. Eddie gave us a wave & said to 
come over next to them. 
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We unpacked our gear & Tony mentioned to me 
earlier that he had a one-man tent. At the time I 
assumed he had a swag or something similar. So I 
started setting up my 2-man tent as Tony began 
getting frustrated with his. I had finished setting my 
tent up & was putting my camp stretcher inside & 
Tony was still in a state of confusion with his. Eddie 
& Tom came over to help him out as his tent consisted 
of only 1 pole & Tony had no instructions of where to 
put the stick (now, now don’t go thinking rude 
thoughts). After a short while they finally had 
something resembling a mini tent. 

 
We then headed off to the Jockey Club for dinner. 
Tony was still busy at his bike so I decided to go 
along with Eddie, Tom & Jim so I could find out 
where we were gonna be so then I could go back & 
get Tony. Once I arrived back at the tents, Tony was 
nowhere to be seen. So back to the Jockey Club for 
dinner I went. Lovely main meals arrived for Eddie, 
Jim & myself & then Tom’s dinner arrived. A small 
bowl of chips. But he made up for it by ordering 
dessert as well. 

Still having no idea where Tony had got to we headed 
outside to the trackside bar where we also ran into 
Esko. Was nice just sitting around soaking up the 
atmosphere & chatting away. A little while later we 
heard a cheer from some of the crowd. Turning our 
heads we see that they had made a tower from empty 
beer cans & empty pizza boxes. Each level that was 
added had more & more people cheering & taking 
pics. Looking around I realised that even though 99% 
of all the people here were over 40, they actually all 
became 21 again & were laughing & loving life. Later 
in the night we returned to our tents. Here we found 
Tony sleeping away. Who knows where he had been. 

The next day we spent time looking around the 
Traders stalls & the bike displays. I also ran into a few 
friends from the Eurobodalla Branch who were good 
friends of my dad. Later in the day I asked Tony if 
he’d like to go for a ride to Nelson Bay, approx. 
60kms away. I said I’d need to get fuel soon so we 
headed off & 10 mins down the road we came to a 
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servo. Pulling up to the pump I hopped off the bike & 
filled up the tank. Went inside & paid & then hopped 
back on the bike ready to head off thinking Tony 
would be ready as well. Looking around I could not 
see him at all, and then I hear him call out from a DIY 
car wash. He decided to wash his bike. After approx. 
10 mins he finished, then refuelled & off we went. 

What a lovely town Nelson Bay was. I had been there 
once many years ago but couldn’t remember much. 
After a little walk around & a Baskin & Robbins 
Milkshake we were off back to Newcastle. Once back 
at the campground I ran into Pete Maguire & Brook (a 
member I’d met a few weeks earlier at Tathra). I had a 
shower & got ready for the Social Dinner. Tony & I 
met up with Pete & Brook & walked over to the line 
up. The line up would have been at least 150 metres 
long & we were at the back of it. After a few minutes 
of waiting, Dianne Pye from Eurobodalla branch 
walked past & spotted me. She told us at she & her 
husband Tony were about 15 people from the very 
front of the line & we could just skip the rest of the 
line & go up the front with them, much to the 
disappointed look on Pete’s face when we left them 
behind. Sorry mate. 

The Hoekker tent is a site to behold. It’s hard to 
imagine the work that is involved to put something of 
this size up. I was quite happy with the dinner due to 
the amount of people they have to serve & in such a 
short time. At each of the tables there were helium 
filled balloons that later in the night had things like 
bras & knickers tied to them floating around the room. 
Many people went all out with costumes & it was 
amazing to see the different looks on people’s faces as 
they walked by. We also ran into Brian from Eden 
who ended up sitting with us as well. 

Saturday morning we were up early to get ready for 
the Parade. Tony & I headed off about 8am to the start 
point at Dixon Park. Many bikes were there already & 
many followed. Within 10 mins I looked around & it 
was packed with bikes. They filled both sides of each 
street, each car park, footpaths, peoples driveways & 
yet it wasn’t letting up. For almost an hour they just 
kept flowing in & I just have no idea where they were 
putting them all. It was amazing to see so many bikes 
in one place. And to think not even everyone went. 

Not long after 9am we were off on the parade. What 
an awesome site to see people lining both sides of the 
street waiving & cheering as we went past along the 
water front. Finally we arrived at the Foreshore Park 
on the Harbour. Bikes were lined up across the whole 
park & just looked amazing. A stage was set up for 
announcements & awards. Old number 1 was sitting 
up on stage but did not get up to speak, as he was not 
up to it this year. A small amount of stalls were 
around with many items for sale from jewellery & 
badges to food & drinks. 
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On the way back to the campground I spotted a shop 
sign that made me laugh & I just had to stop & take a 
photo of. It said “James Murray Funerals”. Finally 
back at the campground I decided to do a few more 
laps of the Trade stalls to pass some time. Tony 
bought himself an anti fog screen for his helmet & I 
bought a “hayabusa” patch for my vest. Over at the 
bike displays I was looking at the Victory stand when 
one of the reps asked me if I wanted a complimentary 
can of Pepsi, I stated id rather a complimentary bike 
but beggars cant be choosers. That night it rained 
again as it did pretty much every night. My tent was 
great apart from one tiny drip that landed right on my 
face. 

Sunday morning we were up before light to get an 
early start. All packed up & ready to go we headed 
over to Maccas. Tony was still organizing his things 
while Eddie, Tom, Jim & myself were eating 
breakfast. Eddie wanted to get going as he had a bike 
lined up to look at in Wollongong & Tony had yet to 
order his breakfast so I wished them a safe ride as they 
headed off in the darkness & the rain. Once Tony had 
finished we headed off the coast road through 
Swansea  & up to Gosford. Due to some confusion & 
frustration we parted ways at Gosford & both road 
home at our own pace. 

Still trying to figure out how I got home before Tony 
& I racked up 140kms more even though we went the 
same route. But all in all a great time was had & if you 
have not been to an AGM yet then get your self along 
to next years one. 

See you at Mildura! 

Dan Allen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It seems that our James has more than one 
string to his bow! (Ed.) 
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Wednesday 6th April ride to 
Mallacoota 

 The day started out a little overcast but all looked 
good for the day ahead. Since the usual kiss’s lagoon 
meeting place was still under a mountain of mud & 
sludge we decided to meet at the Caltex servo just up 
from Kiss’ Lagoon. Grumpy was there when I arrived 
& Rob Whymark arrived not long after. We chatted 
for a while & then at 9:40 we headed off. 

The 3 of us were just coming through Pambula when 
we spotted a familiar bike. Alan Shaw was sitting 
there patiently waiting our arrival. So then there was 
4. We stopped & had morning tea at the Eden wharf 
café. Alan said that due to other commitments he was 
unable to join us for the rest of the ride & was heading 
back north from here. Rob, Grumpy & I then saddled 
up & headed on further south. 

Unfortunately there was a small drop of rain but only 
lasted 5 minutes but we came across many road works 
which didn’t seem to bother Rob as the dirt roads 
were most likely cleaner than his bike. Once we 
reached the Mallacoota turn off at Genoa I decided to 
hop in front to get the most out of the road ahead. 
What a lovely stretch of road. A great surface to it 
with 100km bends down to 25km bends & everything 
in between. The Busa just ate it up & loved every bit 
of it. Even though I have only been on this road a few 
times it has joined a short list of my favourite 
stretches of road. 

I arrived outside the Mallacoota pub & sat there for a 
short while waiting for the other 2 to arrive. Then I 
see a familiar face walking across the road towards 
me. It’s none other than our own Laurie Smith. He 
was here working for the day & knew we were 
coming so came over & said g’day. 

Once Grumpy & Rob arrived we parked our bikes & 
headed to the Café 56 for lunch. Nice little café with 
lovely burgers. I had a little trouble fitting mine into 
my mouth but became much easier once half of the 
filling decided to jump out of my burger & onto the 
plate. 

Once we were all fed & satisfied we mounted our 
trusty steeds topped up the fuel & headed off back 
north. Once again I shot off ahead to enjoy the 
Mallacoota road to its fullest & then waited at the 
Princes Hwy for the others to catch up. Pulling up 
ready to take a photo of Rob & Grumpy as they rode 
past I noticed something moving out the corner of my 
eye. It seems that I had pulled the bike up right on top 
of a baby red belly black snake. Unfortunately due to 
the snake not being able to hold the weight of the bike 
it died soon after. 

Once the other 2 past I jumped back on the bike & 
took off like a cut snake… he, he. Back through all 
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the road works again but the trip home did seem much 
quicker. Grumpy & I pulled over for a stretch at 
Millingandi & Rob said his goodbyes & headed off 
home. Grumpy & I then continued onto Bega where 
we both then parted ways. 

All in all it was a wonderful ride to a lovely little town 
& if you haven’t visited Mallacoota then I recommend 
you get yourself down there & have a look & if your 
gonna ride then I’m coming too! 

Dan Allen 
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Trip Home from Bermi Fair 
It was another beautiful day at the Bermagui Sea Side 
Fair. The sun was beating down & just like the 
previous year I forgot my hat but thanks to Grumpy's 
idea we had some shade to hide under this year. I was 
one of the last few to leave the fair to head home & 
decided to head back to Bega along the lovely coast 
road towards Tathra. 

From time to time I found myself a tad over the speed 
of sound…umm… oops I meant the speed limit & had 
overtaken a few other vehicles along the way. By the 
time I got to Tanja I found myself behind a falcon & 
with no completely safe areas to overtake I decided to 
just hang back & take it easy. 

Coming up to the last right hand bend before the 
bridge at Dr. George Mountain Road turnoff, the 
driver of the falcon in front of me had a momentary 
laps of concentration & drifted slightly wide on the 
right hand bend & put the 2 passenger side tyres on 
the loose gravel on the shoulder of the road. Upon 
realizing his mistake he tried to correct his error but it 
was too late, The cars rear end started sliding towards 
the bank & next thing I know the falcon went 
backwards over the bank & rolled once before landing 
back on its wheels at the bottom of a 30ft drop. 

I ripped on my brakes & quickly put my bike on its 
stand just off the edge of the road so as not be in the 
way of further traffic & cause another accident. I 
threw my helmet into the long grass beside the bike & 
waved down another car that was not far behind me. I 
yelled to them to call an ambulance as I tumbled my 
way down the massive drop to where the car lay. 

As I got closer to the car & seen no movement I then 
became very aware of the situation & was very 
nervous as to what I may find. Once I arrived at the 
passenger side of the car I saw that the 2 occupants 
were ok which was a big relief to me & obviously 
them. With a bit of grunting & groaning I managed to 
pry the passenger door open & spoke to the young girl 
in the passenger seat, just trying to calm her down & 
make sure she wasn’t seriously injured. Once I was 
satisfied that she was ok I then went round to the 
driver. He had a small gash to his head & numerous 
cuts to his shoulder, which both seemed to be from the 
windscreen & side window as the roof on his side was 
collapsed in. 

By this time some people from a house up the road 
had also come down to assist me with getting the 
couple back up the bank to wait for the Ambulance & 
Police. First to arrive were the local bush fire brigade 
who examined the vehicle to make sure there was no 
fuel leakage or fire threats. Not long after this the first 
ambulance & police arrived. While I was giving the 
police a statement Alan Morgan came along from 
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Bermi & spotted me there & couldn’t see my bike as it 
was hidden behind the fire truck. He said his first 
thought was “oh sh!#” as he thought it was me that had 
the accident. 

All in total there were 2 fire trucks, 2 ambulances & 3-4 
police cars. I asked one cop if all this was necessary & 
his reply was “oh yeah we all come for the show”. 

The couple were from Eden & came to Bermi for the 
Fair & were on their way to Tathra for an ice cream 
before heading home to Eden. I have since spoken with 
the couple that were in the accident & they are fine but 
they had a bit of explaining to do, as it was his boss’s car 
from work while his was in getting work done. 

Just lucky I was close enough to see them go over as you 
could not see the car from the side of the road so anyone 
else would have just passed straight by without even 
knowing they were down there. 

Dan Allen 
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Members’ Discounts 
(On presentation of a current Ulysses 

membership card) 
The following businesses have kindly agreed 
to give a discount to Branch members. 
 

Mick Cole Motorcycles, 
Bega 

10% off most 
spare parts and 
accessories. 

Repco Auto Parts & 
Accessories, Bega 
 

Trade discount 

Auto Pro, 
Bega 

10% discount 

Grand Hotel, 
Bega. 

Discounted 
accommodation. 

Barbecues Galore, 
Bega 

5% off non-sale 
items. 

Sinistor Art Airbrushing 10% discount. 

Hoodlum Tackle at 
Caltex, 
Bermagui 

10% off fishing 
gear only. 
 

ALL Torque Subscriptions 
"Receiving your All-Torque in hard-copy by 
Mail?  Have you paid your 2011 'Hardcopy by 
Mail' subscription $22.50?   

If you have already paid, please disregard this 
reminder.  If you haven't yet paid and you 
want to continue, please send payment to 
Ulysses Sapphire Coast, ! 5 Glebe Avenue, 
Bega NSW 2550.  This will ensure the next 
issue will be mailed you.  If you have an E-
Mail address, let us know and you'll get 'All 
Torques' e-mailed to you FREE." 

Ray Kearns  
Treasurer 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
May: 
John Dean, Peter Ongley, Frank Lister 
 
Junel: 
Val Dykstra, Graeme Bant, Monnica Smith, Peter 
Jackson, Mark Lane, Sue Lister. 

Bermagui Seaside Fair 
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"Sometimes it takes a whole tank full of fuel before you can think straight" 

President – EDDIE DYKSTRA ~ 02 6492 3191 
dykstra@acr.net.au 

Secretary – TONY PEARCE ~ 02 6493 2906 
dada2000@bigpond.com 

Treasurer – RAY KEARNS ~ 02 6492 1818 
raykearns@internode.net.au 

Quartermaster – GARY SMITH ~ 02 6493 0234 
ridesapphireulysses@hotmail.com 

Ride Coordinator – GARY SMITH ~ 02 6493 0234 
ridesapphireulysses@hotmail.com 
Assist. Ride Coordinator – KEN ANDERSON ~ 02 6493 4301 
kenandjudy1@bigpond.com 

Editor/Master of the Web – PETER ONGLEY ~ 02 6495 2510 
ongleyp@acr.net.au 

Social Coordinator & Welfare Officer –  
MONNICA SMITH ~ 02 6493 0234 
socialcoordinatorsapphirecoastulysses@hotmail.com 

Historical Registration Examiners 
GARY SMITH & JAMES MURRAY 

Branch Committee Contact details: 

NO MATTER WHAT YOU DO 
You’ll never be as cool as this picture 

All torque 

Please send any contributions to: 
Editor: Peter Ongley #51869 

37 Yarrawood Avenue 
Merimbula, NSW, 2548. 

ongleyp@acr.net.au 

NATIONAL ULYSSES WEBSITE 
www.ulyssesclub.org 

SAPPHIRE COAST ULYSSES WEBSITE 
www.freewebs.com/sapphirecoastulysses/ 
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RIDE CALENDER SAPPHIRE COAST BRANCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All rides start 9.30am from Kiss's Lagoon, Bega, unless otherwise stated. 
Call GARY SMITH 0264 930234 or 0416 195639 for more information. 

  
All riders ride at their own pace and are responsible for their own actions and safety. 

Rides are subject to change due to the weather conditions on the day. 
  

EVERY SATURDAY 10AM – BEMBOKA PIE SHOP 
EVERY SUNDAY 10AM – POTOROO PALACE, 2372 Princes Hwy MERIMBULA 

MAY 
Sun 1st The long ride – up Brown – Lunch Queanbeyan- down Clyde – home 507k (Leave Bemboka 9.am)   

Potoroo. 
Wed 4th  Seawhispers Tathra (meet Eurobodalla?) 
Sat 7th  Bemboka Pie shop 
Sun 8th  Potoroo Palace 
Wed 11th  Seawhispers Tathra – dinner at Bank Hotel 7pm 
Sat 14th  Tom Wilson Memorial Ride – meet 10.30 am at Pambula* ride from Pambula -Tathra – Bermagui 

– Cobargo -Wyndham- Pambula. 
Sun 15th  Potoroo Palace 
Wed 18th  Jindabyne for Lunch 
Sat 21st  Bemboka Pie shop 
Sun 22nd  Potoroo Palace 
Wed 25th   Seawhispers Tathra 
Sat 28th   Bemboka Pie shop 
Sun 29th  Potoroo Palace ( meet Eurobodalla). 
Tues 31st  Penelopes Lunch 
 
JUNE 
Wed 1st  Seashispers Tathra  (meet Eurobodalla?) 
Sat 4th   Bemboka Pie shop 
Sun 5th  Lunch at Mallacoota  (Potoroo Palace). 
Wed 8th  Seawhispers Tathra  - dinner at Bank Hotel 7pm 
Sat 11th  Bemboka Pie shop 
Sun 12th  Potoroo Palace 
Wed 15th  Lunch at Tomakin Club 
Sat 18th  Bemboka Pie shop 
Sun 19th   Potoroo Palace 
Wed 22nd   Seaswhispers Tathra 
Sat 25th  Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 26th  Potoroo Palace 
Tues 28th  Penelopes Lunch 
Wed 29th  Seaswhispers Tathra 
 

Ride Coordinator Gary 
getting lunch ready. 


