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Salvation Army Toy Run ?? 
Every year at Christmas time, the Salvation Army Toy 
Run organized locally by our branch of the Ulysses Club 
receives great media coverage and gives motorcycle 
riders in this part of the world a positive public image. It 
also gives us a chance to put something back into our 
local community that is hugely needed and appreciated 
whilst having some fun ourselves. 
 
Last year this event was largely organised by Dan Allen 
with lots of assistance from various club members on the 
day. The question has been asked if we want to organise 
this event again this year. If this event is to go ahead we 
need to know if there are sufficient branch members 
willing to help out with the planning and organisation of 
this event, as well as helping out on the day. Not 
surprisingly, Dan is not willing to take this on by 
himself again. So Ulyssians, what are we made of? Do 
we let this event die due to apathy and  lack of interest? 
If you are willing to help in any way, please contact a 
committee member ASAP. If this event is to go ahead 
the Salvation Army has suggested Saturday 26th 
November as the date. 
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Famous for its 37.73 mile road circuit 
through towns and villages and over rolling 
mountains, the Isle of Man TT had been on 
my “to do” list for at least a decade – to 
watch it that is, not to compete in it – and 
when in early 2010 a pommie friend, Colin, 
invited me to join him and his son-in-law on 
a trip there in June 2011 I jumped at the 
opportunity. Colin offered to do all the 
bookings and also to help me buy a bike for 
the trip to the island and then to ride round 
Ireland and Scotland. 

Although Colin started enquiring about 
ferries and accommodation 18 months before 
the event, the only sailings still available to 
and from the island were 3.00 am departures 
and the last available beds had gone 3 months 
before. We discovered that 2011 was to be 
the centenary of the mountain circuit and that 
over 30,000 spectators were expected. We 
ended up booking 10 nights at a campsite 
near the village of Union Mills, right on the 
circuit. 

The racing was exactly what I expected – just 
like the TV reports and the DVDs – crazy 
speeds on ordinary roads with poor quality 
road repairs, hump-backed bridges, hair-pin 
bends with dry-stone walls and all the usual 
road furniture like lamp-posts and sign-posts. 
One mistake at high speed and the rider is 
dead. There are no gravel traps or run-offs 
like a conventional racing circuit. True to 
form, four competitors died this year, 
together with four spectator riders killed 
while chancing their luck on the circuit 
during the times that it was open to normal 
traffic. I was amazed that more visitors didn’t 
kill themselves. I rode the circuit twice 
myself and while I didn’t exceed 160 kph 
(100 mph) on the mountain section there 
were dozens of bikes that passed me in the 
early morning mist doing at least 260 kph. 
Despite the deaths every year, the races are 
so important to the island’s economy that 
there is no chance of them being banned. 
Though it lies in the Irish Sea mid-way 

Isle of Man Tourist Trophy 
John Dean 
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between Ulster and England, the Isle of Man 
is not part of the UK, nor is it a member of 
the EU, so it’s a law unto itself. No nanny 
state there. No speed traps, no breath testing, 
and no cops on bikes either. 

The island itself is very picturesque, with 
ancient castles, pretty coastal towns and 
villages and a dramatic coastline. I had 
expected to have difficulty filling the off-race 
days but had a ball exploring all the tiny 
country lanes in my usually fruitless attempts 
to find a decent cup of coffee. Which brings 
me to the quality of the Isle of Man cuisine, 
which is best described as crap. There are 
few restaurants and the visitors are expected 
to find sustenance at the dozens and dozens 
of fast food outlets all selling cloned versions 
of steak baps, sausage baps, and chips with a 
sort of gluggy cheesy pasta sludge. The 
occasional van that sold something that 
sounded different, like smoked mackerel 
baps or pizza, inevitably had a queue that 
wound out of sight. Thank goodness the 
village supermarket sold excellent pre-
packaged salads and there was a decent fish 
and chip shop plus an Italian restaurant in the 
capital, Douglas, if you got there before the 
starving masses. 

Another lasting memory is the cold!! It was 
supposed to be early summer, but it was 
more like a Bemboka winter, with daytime 
highs of 11-17oC and nights at about 4oC.  

Watching the sidecar race from Old 
Braddon Churchyard 
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Fork seal leak cure 
I was looking at my Suzuki V-Strom 
yesterday thinking how filthy it is when I 
noticed a significant leak from the right-hand 
fork seal. There was oil all over the fork tube 
and leg and it had run onto the mudguard and 
the brake calliper. When I cleaned it off and 
plunged the forks a couple of times it was 
obvious that it was still leaking. This looked 
expensive! 

Before doing anything else I had a look at 
www.vstrom.info/Smf/index.php, the V-
Strom Riders International website, where I 
found a thread started by someone who had 
experienced the same problem. One of the 
replies suggested it was possibly caused by a 
piece of insect or grit stuck in the oil seal and 
that, before doing anything else, he should 
try pushing a piece of 35 mm film negative 
or a 2 thou feeler gauge down the fork leg 
past the dust seal and the oil seal and slide it 
round at an angle so any foreign object is 
pushed up and out. There were two 
responses from people who have used the 
technique with success. I thought I’d give it a 
try, as I had nothing to lose. 

When I slid the feeler gauge round towards 
the front of the fork tube out came some 
brown crud which I cleaned off with a rag. 
Then I took the bike for a run into Bemboka 
and back, deliberately targeting every 
pothole I could find along Yankee Gap 
Road. No leak! It’s a trick worth 
remembering.  

John Dean 
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I met some people who go back year after 
year – mainly English and Germans. One 
elderly couple were there for their 51st 
consecutive year!  I had fun but have to 
admit that one year was enough for me. 
There are too many other roads that I have 
yet to ride in too many other countries. The 
bike I took there and that Gail and I then 
rode around Ireland and Scotland (an old 
Honda ST 1100 bought on pommie Ebay) is 
now in storage in England awaiting our 
return next May. The current plan is to go to 
the French MotoGP and then tour the 
Mediterranean countries by ferry hopping at 
least as far as Turkey, but that plan changes 
every week. Too many roads, too many 
countries, too many choices, not enough 
time, not enough money. 

John checking out Colin’s ST 1100 
for anything he can steal and put 

on his! 
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On Sunday 21st August I made my way down 
to Potoroo Palace for the usual morning tea 
meet. Was a lovely day with a few more 
patches of blue sky that we had been used to 
for the past week. Once I had arrived at 
Potoroo I was made aware that I had actually 
written today down as a ride to Tilba & I had 
completely forgotten about it. Though, I was 
glad that I forgot as that day a few of us were 
invited to a special treat. John Dean, Alan 
Shaw & myself were taken up the back of 
Potoroo to where the Dingos pen was & we 
were allowed to enter the pen & sit with the 
Dingos. 

The Male was quite friendly & was happy to 
come sit with us & let us pat him whilst the 
female was quite nervous & wouldnt come 
near us. We sat there on the rocks with the 
dingos for approx 20 minutes listening to info 
about them & having a pat. It was quite a 
wonderful experience & certainly not 
something you would be able to do in the 
wild. For those that didnt turn up, you missed 
out on a great morning. 

Many thanks for the wonderful staff at 
Potoroo Palace for such a special treat. 

Also coming up on Sunday October 2nd is 
Potoroo's Birthday where we will be having a 
motorcycle display along with a vintage car 
display, rides, games & fun activities for all 
ages. This is a usual Potoroo meeting day so I 
hope to see all the usual faces & bikes there 
plus more. So come along & bring the family. 

Dan Allen 

Wild Hogs Meet Wild Dogs 

I hear an echo echo echo echo…… 

Give us a kiss love….. 

Hey blondie….. Come here often? 
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I have just finished reading the August 2011 Riding 
On (No. 112). The item that particularly caught my 
attention was the letter from Fagan "Jacrabbit" Fulton 
#58227 concerning fuel economy. 

The letter struck a chord because until very recently I 
owned a Suzuki GSX650F and my wife, Elsie, owned 
a Can-Am Spyder RS SE5 semi-auto. Prior to owning 
the Can-Am Spyder Elsie rode a Suzuki GS500F that 
consistently achieved a fuel economy rate of 
3.8L/100km, even on our trip across the Nullarbor to 
the Albany AGM. The GSX650F covered 53,500km 
in just under 3 years with an average fuel consumption 
of 5L/100km, even when fully loaded for touring. We 
also happen to own a 2005 Subaru Forester that 
averages 9.3L/100km. As any mathematician can see 
we could travel on two bikes for less fuel usage than 
the car, so that is exactly what we did.  

It was the Nullarbor crossing that prompted my wife to 
invest in the Can-Am Spyder because she discovered 
she needed a heavier, more powerful bike to quickly 
get past the road trains without being blown sideways 
off the road by the turbulance. Being short in the leg 
she also had a number of minor spills off her two-
wheeled machine whilst stationary, the worst of these 
being at Caiguna Roadhouse on our return trip from 
Albany when some damage to the crankcase and 
fairing was sustained. The Spyder seemed to be an 
ideal solution on all counts with its three-wheel 
stability so you never had to put your feet down, a 
semi-auto gear-box so you were always in the right 
gear (no clutch either) and reverse gear to get out of 
any parking situation. We expected an increase in the 
fuel requirements due to the bigger (998cc) engine but 
were quite shocked to be only achieving 9-10L/100km 
during the early months of operation. Over 22000km 
of travel in 14 months we only achieved an average 
fuel economy rate of 7.8L/100km. The best we ever 
achieved was 6.3L/100km on two occasions when 
travelling on the Hume Highway. The worst we 
recorded was 10.4L/100km. If it were only about fuel 
economy we would have gone back to driving the car. 
By contrast, my recently acquired GSX1250FA is 
sipping fuel at a rate of 5.5L/100km even though it is 
not yet fully run in. That's a 25% bigger motor than the 
Spyder using 30% less fuel. Another way of looking at 
this is I doubled the engine capacity of my bike for a 
10% increase in fuel consumption. My wife doubled 
the capacity of her machine for a 205% increase in 
fuel consumption. Ouch!! 

On top of the relatively poor fuel economy, we also 
encountered a number of other unanticipated running 
expenses with the Spyder. The first of these was the 
service interval of only 5000km. By that time the 
Spyder really did need a trip to the workshop for 
highly specialised tuning and service. Given that we 
had a round trip of over 500km to the nearest service 
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agent this became a very regular and expensive event 
in itself. The actual cost of servicing was also very 
high, usually in the order of 2 to 3 times the cost of 
servicing my Suzuki, sometime more. The cost of 
spare parts and accessories was also extremely high 
and the fact that there were so few servicing agents 
across the country was a concern when touring in 
remote locations. The design and construction of the 
bike also meant that an owner was very limited in the 
servicing they could do themselves other than 
checking fluid levels and tyre pressures. At one stage it 
took me over 5 hours to access the battery terminals so 
that I could wire in an intercom system! The foot 
activated parking brake was a constant nuisance as it 
would go out of adjustment within days of servicing, 
and until we discovered via the internet how to adjust 
it ourselves my wife took to carrying a block of wood 
with her to chock the wheels. (Semi-autos cannot be 
parked in gear we discovered!)  

Along the way we also experienced a number of 
significant failures including the rear fender breaking 
off due to stress fractures and the  rear lighting only 
working intermittently. An engine that overheated 
regularly and started using oil was also a source of 
concern, not to mention blinker stems that could not be 
tightened. We also discovered that three wheels and 
low slung body work makes it very difficult to avoid 
road hazards and pot-holes. 

As a touring bike on good quality roads the Spyder 
offered a number of advantages including lots of 
secure storage space and all-day comfort. On open 
highways and flowing bends it was awesome to ride. 
However, when it came to the tighter "built for 
motorcycle" bends, we both found the Spyder to be a 
real handful to steer. Despite having the power steering 
unit replaced under product recall it took a great deal 
of physical effort to just steer through the corners. At 
the end of a 300-400km day Elsie would be absolutely 
exhausted and in considerable muscle and joint pain. 
For her the corners were no longer the fun they should 
be, but instead presented real challenges to her riding 
enjoyment. In the end a decision was made to return to 
two wheels in the form of a Yamaha FZ6S. Here is 
were the love affair with the Spyder finally played its 
last scene. Most dealers would not even consider the 
Spyder as a trade-in because there is little or no resale 
market. They were also unable to offer a dealer's 
warranty on a bike they could not service themselves. 
Finally the dealer who sold us the bike offered a trade-
in at about half the original value of the bike. That's a 
lot of money to loose in 14 months. 

In the end it comes down to the reason you own a 
motorcycle. For us it includes the sense of fun and 
adventure riding brings. Some would find the Spyder 
ideal. However, when the cost outweighs the benefit, 
the lifestyle we all love so much becomes so much 
more difficult to maintain and justify. Peter Ongley 

Why we sold the Spyder 
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Members’ Discounts 
(On presentation of a current Ulysses 

membership card) 
The following businesses have kindly agreed 
to give a discount to Branch members. 
 

Mick Cole Motorcycles, 
Bega 

10% off most 
spare parts and 
accessories. 

Repco Auto Parts & 
Accessories, Bega 
 

Trade discount 

Auto Pro, 
Bega 

10% discount 

Grand Hotel, 
Bega. 

Discounted 
accommodation. 

Barbecues Galore, 
Bega 

5% off non-sale 
items. 

Sinistor Art Airbrushing 10% discount. 

Hoodlum Tackle at 
Caltex, 
Bermagui 

10% off fishing 
gear only. 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
September: 
Steve Canby 
 
October: 
Bob Carveth, “Ducati” Dave Doust, Gary 
“Let’s Ride” Smith, Ken “Grumpy” 
Anderson, Alan Shaw, Suzi Whymark, Elsie 
Ongley, Jo Wheatley, Tom Wheatley, Bruce 
Bearman. 

FOR   SALE 
2007      SUZUKI        V-STROM      650 
MODEL:     DL650 K7, 
COLOUR: RED 
REGISTERED TILL: 10 SEPTEMBER 2011 
EXTRAS: 
GIVI  PANNIERS AND TOP BOX, GIVI ENGINE    
GUARDS, CENTRE STAND, HAND GUARDS, 
WOOL SEAT  COVER, AIR SEAT CUSHION, 
WHEEL PADLOCK, BATTERY SLAVE–
CHARGER 
8,000 Km…TOP   ‘AS  NEW’   
CONDITION…..$8,000 
TELEPHONE:    02  6492  1818 (Ray Kearns) 

Organizational Chart 

When	  top	  level	  guys	  look	  down,	  they	  see	  
only	  shitheads;	  When	  bottom	  level	  guys	  
look	  up,	  they	  see	  only	  assholes.	  
Does	  this	  seem	  familiar?	  I’ve	  never	  seen	  an	  
organizational	  chart	  explained	  so	  clearly. 

For Sale: DUCATI ST2 
First registered 1999. 
One owner from new. 

67000km. 
Full service history, all services carried out by 

Ducati specialists. 
Original Ducati luggage, hardly used. 

Modified pipes and stock pipes. 
Registered until Feb 2012. 

Offers around $6350.00 
Tel: Mike on 0458181808. 
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"Sometimes it takes a whole tank full of fuel before you can think straight" 

President – EDDIE DYKSTRA ~ 02 6492 3191 
dykstra@acr.net.au 

Secretary – TONY PEARCE ~ 02 6493 2906 
dada2000@bigpond.com 

Treasurer – RAY KEARNS ~ 02 6492 1818 
raykearns@internode.net.au 

Quartermaster – GARY SMITH ~ 02 6493 0234 
ridesapphireulysses@hotmail.com 

Ride Coordinator – GARY SMITH ~ 02 6493 0234 
ridesapphireulysses@hotmail.com 
Assist. Ride Coordinator – KEN ANDERSON ~ 02 6493 4301 
kenandjudy1@bigpond.com 

Editor/Master of the Web – PETER ONGLEY ~ 02 6495 2510 
ongleyp@acr.net.au 

Social Coordinator & Welfare Officer –  
MONNICA SMITH ~ 02 6493 0234 
socialcoordinatorsapphirecoastulysses@hotmail.com 

Historical Registration Examiners 
GARY SMITH & JAMES MURRAY 

Branch Committee Contact details: 

PUSH START 
You’re doing it right. 

All torque 

Please send any contributions to: 
Editor: Peter Ongley #51869 

37 Yarrawood Avenue 
Merimbula, NSW, 2548. 

ongleyp@acr.net.au 

NATIONAL ULYSSES WEBSITE 
www.ulyssesclub.org 

SAPPHIRE COAST ULYSSES WEBSITE 
www.freewebs.com/sapphirecoastulysses/ 
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RIDE CALENDER SAPPHIRE COAST BRANCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All rides start 9.30am from Kiss's Lagoon, Bega, unless otherwise stated. 
Call GARY SMITH 0264 930234 or 0416 195639 for more information. 

  
All riders ride at their own pace and are responsible for their own actions and safety. 

Rides are subject to change due to the weather conditions on the day. 
  

EVERY SATURDAY 10AM – BEMBOKA PIE SHOP 
EVERY SUNDAY 10AM – POTOROO PALACE, 2372 Princes Hwy MERIMBULA 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 3rd Bemboka Pie Shop 
Pambula Bike Show – Royal Willows Hotel 12 noon till 5pm 

Sun 4th Potoroo Palace 
Wed 7th Seawhispers Tathra 
Sat 10th Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 11th Potoroo Palace –Then Memorial Day BBQ at Suzuki World 
Wed 14th Seawhispers Tathra 

Monthly dinner at Bank Hotel 7pm 
Sat 17th Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 18th Potoroo Palace then Tony Pearces place for BBQ 
Wed 21th Ride to Narooma Boatshed for lunch 
Sat 24th Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 25th Potoroo Palace 

Tue 27th Penelopes Lunch 
Wed 28th Seawhispers Tathra 
 

OCTOBER 

Sat 1st  Convoy for Kids Parade – Meet at Ridge St Bega 10:30am 
Sun 2nd Potoroo Palace – Bike display at Potoroo’s Birthday 
Wed 5th Seawhispers Tathra 
Sat 8th Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 9th Potoroo Palace 
Wed 12th Morning Tea at Suzuki World with Tamworth Ulyssians 

then ride to Eden with them 
Monthly dinner at Bank Hotel 7pm 

Sat 15th Bemboka Pie Shop – Moto GP  
Sun 16st Potoroo Palace then Riddetts House Wallaga Lake 
Wed 19th Seawhispers Tathra 
Sat 22nd Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 23rd Potoroo 
Tue 25th Penelopes Lunch 
Wed 26th Ride to Tomakin Sports Club $4 lunch 
Sat 29th Bemboka Pie Shop 
Sun 30th Eden Whale Festival – More info to come 


